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The Blue Sahara

Petty Officer 2ad Class Demebring Kesnan, 25, is sfationed
aft Naval Air Station Meridian., His futereats include poetry,
pavclielogy, ecoremics, golf, plhotography and fonrralism.

Much ag seldiers fu the Middle Eqst leara fhat the suapended
sand and dust ix the air creates beantifl sunsets, and stare at
thew for honrs, 2o sailors are mesmerized by the sver-changing
clraracter of the ocoan that covers most af the world.

“The Blue Sabara” was written about four years ago. I wrals
it on gy laat ship, the USS Nimitz, during a two-maonth traunsis
Jrow Virginia to San Ddego,” Demetring 2aid.

“There was aluways sematliag goiug on baf, aheasver I got
ihe chance, I'd sit oul on the sponsan fust sutside sy workplaoce
and faok at the scean. I gave me peace in times af ehaes. And
five sumsets . wmagnificent! Thal was my inspiration.”

Fromm it= sands

grow the most dangerous ebstacles

Mo hospitals for days,

[m 80 many wiys,

it's beautiful and terrifying at the same time,
Minid= are lost and found.

Drays are played and rewound.

Heartbeats don’t make o sound.

Apathy is the dominant ematicn.

Mot even Love Potion No, %

can find devotion.

Mot in this ocean of tears,

this desert of fears.

... Bul to see the sun set on the Blue Sahara
brings to life the complete opposite of horror,
Peace is the word 'm looking for,

a0 are the souls on this tour.

As leng as stress remains the accupant of the rmind,
Ta life the eyes are made blind

where time doesn't exist until the last minute.
Eefore it's all finished,

Life will be lived

Without the most Important part in it

. 5o don't continue to sail with an uneonscious heart
over His tears that 1 call the Blue Sahara.

— Dewmeirins Kenuan

Martha Lynm Todd,

MILITARY TWINS
Justin and Austin Brown are tein brathers whe are serving aur counbry as mambers of
e ULE, military, Thay attended West Laudardale High School threwgh the 10th gradea,
then transferred o Newton County High School, whare they graduated in 2001, Justin,
right, jaired the LS. Marines in 2001 and was ultimately stationed at Camp
Perdletan, Calif,, where he became section leader of a mortar sestion, He servead in
Iragy im the Sunni Triangle az a rifleman infantry team leader and has now returned 1o
the United States, He is married to the former Amber Hemrington of Meridian, Austin,
top, joined the LS. Army in November 2002 and was assigned to the “Big Red Ona”
Infantry Division, He was sant (o lraqg in Seplember 2003, where he served as a
maching gunner in the Sunni Triangle and engaged in housa-to-house searchas, The
twing are the sons of Debbie Todd of Chunky and Daniel Brown of Collinavilke, Thaey
are the grandsons of Ruby Brown of Collinaville, Gerakd Todd of Chunky and the lata
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Capt. Jaff Dickrman and his san, Ryan.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Capl. Joff Dickpiar {5 conanasding
afficer af Naval Air Statien Meridian. He
assumed command dn Angust 2000 after 2
towr of duty af the Penfagen ta Waslington,
DO Thee caplatn plars bo fetire in
Sepieamber of this year, af the end of i
Meridign tour He's ol sure wiat his
eareer mave dnlo the civdlian world will be,
Daed ot wedll probably fneslve execntive lovel
B g e RiERT.

Jelf and hiz arlfe, Kelly, have three
childres — Joe, Ryvaw and Kyla.

This feature folls ot of Ryan's feleadainp
wifl Zivk Ry Both are sopomares af Lowiar School i
Meridign. Zirk asked kiz classmaite’s faflver, Capt. Joff
THebaan, to participale dx a project for “Profile 2005: A
Lefter from Hope, "

The capfain's gesiguanent was fris! Tnagine el you are
wrifiang o letter to your son 1o be apered on iz 1805 Methdaw
Here's sohat e srofe.

Ray

har Som,

Happy 18th Birthday! As vou fnish ap voeur Last vear in high
achonl, and h-l'h-il'l Lo preparse fin -.‘:-.:-”rgr, [ wanted 1o el Yo
what what | was thinking when [ was In your shoes.

While at Boys State, | istened to stidents from the Naval,
Alr Force and military academies talk abowt thelr experi-
enees. AL that podnt, [ decided that che challenge and adven-
e was semething | wanted to try.

The Maval Academy was my first cholce as it of fered the
tncst optlons on graduation — flying, USMC infantey and
deiving ships and submarines. When 1 received my appoint-
rnent letter, [ felt wory lacky to get tnte this highly competitive
achonol.

As [ spent my vears at the academy, [ learned a great deal
abcast [ife in the Nil'l."_'.'. [ alsn |]e'g:1r'| o build an :'1|'|]il|‘|.:-.‘:if|.|i|||l ot
the freedoms we have and for those who stoed upoand foughi
for those freedoms. 1 really began to feel that 1 was o a pro-
fesaion that made a difference.

[ have now moved an tooa second career. 1 ke with me
fond memaories of adventare, leadership challenges and com-
radesin-arms. 1 know that vou, teo, will find a rewarding
Career.

Just remember to always give it your best effort, be homest
with others and with yourself, and listen o all perspecitives
with an open mind.

Lawvie,
D

Read about this year's

Citizen of the Year

on the cover of “Profile 2005:
A Letter from Home,"”




